Key to Macroinvertebrate Life
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Single Shell Double Shell Legs
Spiral, Spiral. 28 inches /
opening on opening on
left right

With Tentacles, Brushes or Tails

Large, grey

Small, black, attaches

No Legs

FRIENDS oF THE NORTH FORK

ofthe Shenandoah River

Adapted from a key developed by
University of Wisconsin-Extension in
cooperation with the Wisconsin

Department of Natural Resources.
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Worm-Like

Glides along

Suckers, expands Small, hairlike,

with lenlacles 10 rocks, ele and contracts bottom swims in S
shape
Lunged or Gilled Freshwater
Pouch Snail Mussel
Snail
Cranefly Blackfly Leech Planariaor  Thread-
Larvae Larvae Flatworm worm
I | 1
10+ Legs Four Pairs of Legs Three Pairs of Legs
Lobster-like Shrimp-like, Runs on top
swims on side of water
Wings
Fishing l
. I |
Spider . . .
Beetle-Like, Wings Hard Leathery Wings
X Amphi
Crayfish mphipod Small, erawls Swims on Lives on Swims right
or Scud .
on bottom surface surface side up, back
black
No Wings

Riffle Whirligig Water Water
Beetle Beetle Strider Boatman

No Obvious Tails

Large, hinged
mouth

Suction
cup-like

Lives in slone
house

One or Two Tails

Dark head, green
or lan body

Tails long
and stiif

Large mouthparts,
spines on side

Dragonfly
Nymph

Water
Penny

Caddisfly
Larvae

Caddisfly
Larvae

Stonefly
Nymph

Dobsonfly or
Fishfly Larvae

Three Tails

Plate-like 1ails, no
gills on abdomen

Long tails, gills
on abdomen

Damselfly
Nymph

Mayfly
Nymph
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