
    

 

Key to Macroinvertebrate Life 
No Shells Shells 

Dou le Shell Si gle Shell Legs No Legs 

With Te ta les, Brushes or Tails Wor -Like 

Four Pairs of Legs Three Pairs of Legs 

Leather  Wi gs Beetle-Like, Wi gs Hard 

No O ious Tails 

Wi gs 

No Wi gs 

+ Legs 

O e or T o Tails Three Tails 

 

Lu ged or 
Pou h  
S ail 

Gilled 
S ail 

Fresh ater 
Mussel 

Cra ely 
Lar ae 

Crayish 

Bla kly 
Lar ae 

Pla aria or 
Flat or  

Lee h Thread-
or  

A phipod 
or S ud 

Fishi g 
Spider 

Rile 
Beetle 

Whirligig 
Beetle 

Water 
Strider 

Water 
Boat a  

Mayly 
Ny ph 

Da selly 
Ny ph 

Do so ly or 
Fishly Lar ae 

Sto ely 
Ny ph 

Caddisly 
Lar ae 

Caddisly 
Lar ae 

Drago ly 
Ny ph 

Spiral, 
opening on 

left 

Spiral, 
opening on 

right 

2-8 inches 

Large, grey 
with tentacles 

Small, black, attaches 
to rocks, etc 

Suckers, expands 
and contracts 

Glides along 
bottom 

Small, hairlike, 
swims in S 

shape 

Lobster-like Shrimp-like, 
swims on side 

Runs on top 
of water 

Small, crawls 
on bottom 

Lives on 
surface 

Swims right 
side up, back 

black 

Swims on 
surface 

Large, hinged 
mouth 

Lives in stone 
house 

Dark head, green 
or tan body 

Tails long 
and stiff 

Large mouthparts, 
spines on side 

Plate-like tails, no 
gills on abdomen 

Long tails, gills 
on abdomen 

Water 
Pe y 

Suction       
cup-like 

Adapted fro  a ke  de eloped  
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