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Key to Macroinvertebrate Life 
No Shells Shells 

Douďle Shell SiŶgle Shell Legs No Legs 

With TeŶtaĐles, Brushes or Tails Worŵ-Like 

Four Pairs of Legs Three Pairs of Legs 

LeatherǇ WiŶgs Beetle-Like, WiŶgs Hard 

No Oďǀious Tails 

WiŶgs 

No WiŶgs 

ϭϬ+ Legs 

OŶe or Tǁo Tails Three Tails 

 

LuŶged or 
PouĐh  
SŶail 

Gilled 
SŶail 

Freshǁater 
Mussel 

CraŶely 
Larǀae 

Crayish 

BlaĐkly 
Larǀae 

PlaŶaria or 
Flatǁorŵ 

LeeĐh Thread-
ǁorŵ 

Aŵphipod 
or SĐud 

FishiŶg 
Spider 

Rile 
Beetle 

Whirligig 
Beetle 

Water 
Strider 

Water 
BoatŵaŶ 

Mayly 
Nyŵph 

Daŵselly 
Nyŵph 

DoďsoŶly or 
Fishly Larǀae 

StoŶely 
Nyŵph 

Caddisly 
Larǀae 

Caddisly 
Larǀae 

DragoŶly 
Nyŵph 

Spiral, 
opening on 

left 

Spiral, 
opening on 

right 

2-8 inches 

Large, grey 
with tentacles 

Small, black, attaches 
to rocks, etc 

Suckers, expands 
and contracts 

Glides along 
bottom 

Small, hairlike, 
swims in S 

shape 

Lobster-like Shrimp-like, 
swims on side 

Runs on top 
of water 

Small, crawls 
on bottom 

Lives on 
surface 

Swims right 
side up, back 

black 

Swims on 
surface 

Large, hinged 
mouth 

Lives in stone 
house 

Dark head, green 
or tan body 

Tails long 
and stiff 

Large mouthparts, 
spines on side 

Plate-like tails, no 
gills on abdomen 

Long tails, gills 
on abdomen 

Water 
PeŶŶy 

Suction       
cup-like 

Adapted froŵ a keǇ deǀeloped ďǇ 
UŶiǀersitǇ of WisĐoŶsiŶ-EǆteŶsioŶ iŶ 
ĐooperatioŶ ǁith the WisĐoŶsiŶ  
DepartŵeŶt of Natural ResourĐes. 


