
For Comparison’s Sake:  
National Parks in Other Countries 



But first……. 
 
A QUIZ!   



How many countries have 
national parks?  

129 

Picos de Europa (meaning 'Peaks of Europe'), northern Spain 



IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) lists 
national parks in over 100 countries around the world.   

 
By continent:  

Africa

Asia

Europe

North and Central
America

South America

Oceania

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:IUCN_logo.svg


Which country has the MOST national 
parks?  

Australia:  over 500!  
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Which country has set aside the 
greatest % of its area in national 

parks?  

Belize (38%) 



What is the world’s largest national park?  
Northeast Greenland 

National Park 
(Denmark) 

*375,000 square miles 
*larger than 29 countries in the world 
*also an international biosphere 
reserve 
*no permanent human population 
 



What is the world’s smallest national park?  

Penang National Park,  
Malaysia 

 
25 square km.  

(9.6 square miles) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Penangbeachcrabeater08.jpg


Political geographers refer to institutions like 
national parks as “centripetal forces”: organizations 

or attitudes that tend to unify people, create an 
identity, and strengthen the state.   
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1885: Banff National Park  
(Canadian Rockies) 
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Currently, China has 208 
National Parks, the majority of 
which were established after 

1982.  16% of China’s land area 
is protected.  

Local residents are 
employed in the Parks 
but do not live there. 



*A national park is a park in use for conservation purposes. 
 

*National Park = Protected Area  
 

*Often it is a reserve of natural, semi-natural, or developed 
land that a sovereign state declares or owns.  

 
*A common idea:  

the conservation of 'wild nature' for posterity, as a 
symbol of national pride.   



*Minimum size of 1,000 hectares (2,470 acres) within zones in which protection of 
nature takes precedence; 
 
*One or several ecosystems not materially altered by human exploitation and 
occupation, where plant and animal species, geomorphological sites and habitats are 
of special scientific, educational, and recreational interest or which contain a 
natural landscape of great beauty; 
 
*Highest competent authority of the country has taken steps to prevent or eliminate 
exploitation or occupation as soon as possible in the whole area and to effectively 
enforce the respect of ecological, geomorphological, or aesthetic features which 
have led to its establishment;  
 
*Budget and staff sufficient to provide effective protection; and 
 
*Visitors are allowed to enter, under special conditions, for inspirational, educative, 
cultural, and recreative purposes. 

Defining Characteristics of a National Park (IUCN) 



American model for National Parks:  closing off land and 
keeping human residents out. It was in Africa that the U.S. 
parks model for conservation was first tried out on a global 
stage. It began with President Theodore Roosevelt and a 
safari hunt. 
 In 1910, the recently retired 

U.S. president spent a year 
with his son in the African 
bush, eventually sending 
home more than 10,000 

carcasses to the Smithsonian 
Institution.  This was known 

as the Smithsonian-Roosevelt 
African Expedition.    

 



“The greatest of the 
world’s great hunting 
grounds”:  a primeval 
landscape filled with 
wildebeest, elephants, 
lions, giraffes, zebras, 
etc.  



What Roosevelt did not understand:  the landscape he saw 
was not primeval, but less than two decades old.   

In 1887, the rinderpest virus 
was introduced into the Horn 
of Africa (Eritrea) and swept 
across eastern and southern 

Africa.  It wiped out the cattle 
herds that had been the basis 

of traditional African 
economies for several  

thousand years.    
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People whose lives were tied to cattle also suffered:  
*1/3 of Ethiopia’s population died from starvation and 
disease;  
*2/3 of the Maasai died in 1891.   
 
Timing: coincided with the British and German push to 
control East and Southern Africa and the emergence of 
apartheid.  
 
The loss of cattle grazing led to the growth of bush 
vegetation that harbored the tsetse fly, which prevented 
humans and cattle from returning in any numbers.  
 
Rinderpest = Ecological Revolution = favored wildlife 



Africa’s great national parks – Serengeti, Okavango, Kruger – were 
created by conservationists in regions where rinderpest had destroyed 

human societies.  Cattle and humans were excluded due to the 
mistaken belief that domesticated and wild animals could not co-exist.  

River and Serengeti Plains 



Perhaps the whole idea of sealing off wilderness from human activity 
is flawed — a misreading of our symbiotic relationships with nature. 

 
In Eastern and Southern Africa, pastoralists had herded their cattle in 

the midst of wildlife for thousands of years.   
 

A conservation ethic based on SEPARATION is artificial and harmful to 
wildlife, which often wander outside protected areas.   
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Other Models 



Malaku Barun National Park, Nepal 

*32,000 people  
*Subsistence farmers – Sherpa, Rai, Gurung, 
Tamang, Magar, Brahmin, and Chhetri ethnic 
groups 
*Community-based conservation approach 
emphasized management of biodiversity 
together with local communities.  
*Ecotourism employment 
*Hunting/trapping of rare and endangered 
species is strictly prohibited 
*Farmers compensated for crop and livestock 
damage.  
 



Transboundary Parks:  following Nature’s design instead of 
human maps.  These cross national borders, including 

important ecosystems.  This example straddles Austria and 
Hungary. 



Transboundary Park Example 2: 
Podyjí-Thayatal, a nature reserve 
made possible by the fall of the 
Iron Curtain between the Czech 

Republic and Austria.  



Cairngorms National Park of Scotland:  the National Park is not owned 
by the state but brings together hundreds of independent landowners. 

“We work with partners, business, landowners and communities to 
develop long term plans for the Park, in order to achieve our collective 

aims.” These collective aims are established and tracked by the 
Cairngorms National Park Authority, which compiles the Cairngorms 

National Park Partnership Plan.  

http://cairngorms.co.uk/
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Who owns the national parks land? 
A large amount of land within the national parks is owned by private landowners. Farmers and 
organizations like the National Trust are some of the landowners, along with the thousands of 
people who live in the villages and towns. National park authorities sometimes own bits of land, 
but they work with all landowners in all national parks to protect the landscape. 

Sutton Bank, North York Moors National Park 



Uluru 



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/NTRoads.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Northern_Territory_locator-MJC.png


Distribution of Western Desert Languages and Dialects Associated 
with Uluru 



1873: Government Surveyor, William Christie Goss, named Uluru 
“Ayers Rock” for Chief Secretary of South Australia, Sir Henry Ayers.  
Today, signage includes both names.   



Non-Indigenous vs. Indigenous beliefs about Uluru   



Anangu statement on climbing Uluru: 
 
 



Current web page from Parks Australia 
Do visitors perceive the site as a natural or cultural landscape?   



How did we get here? 
 
*1950s: Ayers Rock ‘removed’ from 
a larger Aboriginal reserve and 
made a national park due to its 
popularity with tourists 
 
*1950s-1980s:  Tourist 
space/National icon – “Heart of 
Australia” 
 



1980s: Ayers Rock re-named “Uluru” and returned to the Anangu, 
who leased it back to the Australian gov’t for 99 years.  The right to 
climb is leased until 2020.  
 
*Did the ‘handback’ symbolize the loss of the Uluru to non-
Indigenous people?  
 



Under the terms of the lease the Anangu elders granted to 
the national park, 22.5 percent of all revenues is passed on 

to the indigenous community. There are concerns within the 
community concerning what would happen to those funds if 

the climb was banned. 



Role of Marketing:  The Tourist 

“Tourism marketing establishes the expectation of the visitor and, in many respects, 
the ‘boundaries of experience’ for their visit.”  300,000 visit each year and 1/3 make 

the climb.  



What is the role of the 
Uluru-Kata-Tjuta National 

Park in this situation?  
 

*narratives of 
nationalism/natural site 

*marketing of ‘sacred’ for visitor 
enhancement 

*Anangu view marginalized 
 



 
Park drafted a proposal that recommended a blanket ban on 

climbing. Failed to get government backing -- concerns about loss 
of tourism dollars.  

 
 

Sam Newman, Australian Footballer, hitting a golf ball off the 
top of Uluru in 2010 



14.6% of the Earth’s surface and 
2.8% of Earths oceans are 

protected.  



How do humans benefit from biodiversity? 

Food 

Medicine 

Aesthetic Value 

Ecosystem Services 



Ecosystem 

Services:  
The important 

benefits for humans 

that arise from 

healthy, functioning 

ecosystems 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e3/Bee_pollinating_Aquilegia_vulgaris.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mokrady_Srby_2.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Dungbeetle.jpg


4 categories  
of ecosystem 

services 



The City of New York purchased 
much of the land in the Catskills 

watershed that provides the water 
for the city – in order to protect it.  
As a result, the City did not have to 
build a $6 billion water treatment 

plant, which would need to be 
upgraded on a regular basis.  
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Tourism is the world’s largest economic 
sector:  $600 billion/year.  

In the U.S., National Parks contribute $26.8 billion to the 
national economy. 



South African National Parks (SANParks) manages a system 
of parks which represents the indigenous fauna, flora, 

landscapes and associated cultural heritage of the country.  
Tourism supports 1 in 12 jobs.   

Kruger National Park, South Africa 



Several NPS sites have established "sister park" relationships in the 
last few years with national parks in other countries. These 
partnerships are to strengthen exchanges and share lessons learned in 
resource conservation, planning and construction, and science 
advocacy and management. 

NPS Sister Park Program 

Shenandoah NP sisters with Sagarmatha 
National Park, Nepal… 

…and Baihuashan National Nature Reserve, China 


